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Isaiah 50.4 - 9a WHO IS JESUS? Matthew 26.1-5,47-68

| Ever since Jesus’ earthly ministry, people have argued about who

S ;‘ he is. Many say a good man, a popular preacher, a healer, a
g miracle worker, a prophet.

'JES s'y— - But Son of God, the Messiah or the Anointed One provokes much
vpra th more controversy.
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Controversies about who Jesus is, in Matthew’s gospel, get more
frequent and intense towards the time of his death and
resurrection. So in Matthew 21:23 shortly after the cleansing of the temple, the chief priests
and elders question his authority but fail to get a definitive answer. In Matthew 22:41, Jesus
asks the Pharisees about the messiah, the son of David and they can’t answer him. They are
frustrated and increasingly hostile to Jesus. Things are building up to a final confrontation.
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In Matthew 26, Jesus and the disciples are in Jerusalem and once again Jesus tells them that
the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified. Meanwhile the chief priests and scribes
conspire to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. Shortly afterwards Jesus is betrayed and
arrested and taken to the high priest's house.

The chief priests were looking for evidence that would justify the death penalty but they
couldn’t find anything. Eventually, two witnesses claim Jesus had said 1 am able to destroy
the temple of God and build it in 3 days’ and the High Priest asks Jesus ‘is it true'? Jesus
doesn’'t answer the High Priest's question. But it's getting near to the core of Jesus’ most
contentious claims of who he is, that he would be the new living way to meet with God. The
High Priest asks Jesus: ‘Are you the Messiah, the son of God’? Jesus answers indirectly ‘You
have said so’. He goes on to claim to be the who will be one seated at the right hand of God,
the one with all the power and authority of God himself.

Well, everyone present had heard this. Blasphemy deserving death. Jesus’ fate is sealed, he
will be presented to Pilate as a self-proclaimed King, a threat to the whole Jewish nation.
And for that he will be crucified, yet rise again on the third day.

So Jesus was condemned to die because of who he was, Son of God and Messiah. And in
dying he paid the price for sin and reconciled man to God. And when he was raised on the
third day his victory was complete and he is seated at the right hand of glory.

is he the incarnate Son of God, who died for us? Our saviour and our
redeemer who forgives our sins and brings us back to God? The one in
whom we, and the Christian church throughout the centuries, believe
and trust?

May we be those who believe wholeheartedly in Jesus our Lord and
Saviour and live for Him every day of our lives.

Parish Office Tel: 0161 432 4606 E-mail: M19stmargarets@gmail.com Peter Capon

NDavmdm e MMt A T 0. M1 1T A 104 AN



Bible Verse for 2026: /saiah 43.19, Philippians 3.14
| am about to do a new thing... Press on towards the goal!

This week- Sunday 22"! March 2026:

Morning Worship Service: at 10.30am. Peter Capon will be speaking from Isaiah 50: 4-93,
Matthew 26 1-5, 47-68 on the theme: ‘Who is Jesus’.

CW Communion at 3pm.

S Practicing
LENT COURSE: Practicing the Way- 7pm-8.30pm in church on Tuesdays. Last *. .’ the Way

two sessions ending on 31st March.

Electoral Roll: We are revising the Electoral Roll between Sunday 22nd March to Sunday 12th
April 2026. If you are not on it and wish to be included please speak to Susan Stansfield.

Experience Easter: This will be set up from 23" March. We have booked in so far Acacias Year
2 for 1.45pm on 30™ March and 1.45pm on 1¢t April. If you can help deliver this resource, then
please speak to Matt or Steph. Melland will be coming afternoon of 25t

Next Week 29t March 2026:

Worship together Service: at 10.30am. As a Church, we are going to Experience Easter as
we travel round Church from Palm Sunday to Good Friday.

Maundy Thursday: 1st April at 6.30pm in the Parish centre. It is a bring and share meal.
March 229 — 28, Please Pray for:

° People living in Grangethorpe Drive & Hoscar Drive.

° Helpful time for ABC members as they visit Experience Easter on Friday.

° Shed planning group as they plan activities & administration for the year ahead.

° Issues of delayed clearance for Ahmed, Managing Chaplain, and free church chaplain.
° Motto 2026 - “l am about to do good things” — eyes to see what this is.

o Motto 2026 - “Press on towards the goal” — courage to forward the Kingdom of God.

o Protection for believers in Sudan who have fled their homes and those left behind.

Looking Ahead:

Answers to prayer: We want to celebrate what God is doing amongst us, however smaller a
thing it seems. Please send to revmattburnage@gmail.com or M19stmargarets@gmail.com.
Graham Roberts shared this: "I have been suffering for years with a damaged knee and
eventually developed a limp and having to use a walking stick because the pain was so
intense. However, 12 weeks ago | had knee replacement surgery and now | am almost pain
free and able to walk slowly ( at the moment) without a limp. | am so grateful for all the
prayers and particularly to our great God enabling all this to happen. All Praise to God for his
grace and mercy. Amen"

CONFIRMATION: 1*tJune 7pm here. If you are interested in being confirmed please see Matt.

Easy Worship operators, Bible Readers &Prayer Leaders: If you can help, please see Matt.

‘q Burnage SHOPPING LIST: Please concentrate on the following - Tinned Peas/
FOOdbank Sweet corn/Carrots, Tinned Potatoes, UHT Milk, Spaghetti hoops,

Together with Trussell

Pasta sauce.

Burnage Tesco, Burnage Library
(when open) and Asda Reddish




